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Call for Proposals 2027
Application Deadline: 4:00pm, Friday 11th December 2026

About the Programme
NIPANC invites applications to its 2027 Research Grants Programme. The programme supports research and other projects aimed at improving the early detection, treatment, care and support of people affected by pancreatic cancer. Funding is available for clinical and non-clinical research, education, service development, practice improvement and the evaluation of new approaches to care.
The programme also aims to strengthen pancreatic cancer research and healthcare services in Northern Ireland by supporting established researchers, developing new research capacity and encouraging healthcare professionals to undertake projects that can improve patient and family outcomes.

Funding Priorities
Projects must address at least one of the following areas:
· Early detection of pancreatic cancer, including approaches to improve awareness, recognition, diagnosis and timely referral.
· Improved treatment and care pathways, including clinical interventions, service development, quality improvement and implementation of evidence-based practice.
· Support for patients, families and healthcare professionals, including psychosocial and practical support, education, training and interventions to improve the quality and delivery of care.
NIPANC welcomes applications from researchers and healthcare professionals at all career stages, including interdisciplinary teams and collaborative partnerships.

Who Can Apply?
To be eligible:
· The principal applicant must be based in Northern Ireland and affiliated with a recognised university, hospital, Health and Social Care organisation or research organisation.
· The proposed project must directly relate to pancreatic cancer and address at least one of the funding priorities.
· Applicants must demonstrate how the project could benefit people affected by pancreatic cancer, including its relevance or potential benefit to Northern Ireland.
· Applicants must have the appropriate expertise, project team and organisational support to deliver and evaluate the proposed work.
Applicants do not need to hold an academic research position. Healthcare professionals, service managers and others involved in research, education, service improvement or practice development are encouraged to apply.
Collaborators from outside Northern Ireland may be included, provided the principal applicant meets the eligibility requirements.

What We Fund
NIPANC welcomes applications for projects of varying sizes and durations. Funding requests must be proportionate to the proposed activities, clearly justified and demonstrate value for money.
Eligible costs may include:
· Newly appointed, project-specific research staff.
· Equipment, software and consumables.
· Participant-related research costs.
· Patient and public involvement activities.
· Travel directly related to the proposed project.
· Dissemination and publication costs.
· Other justified costs directly associated with delivering the project.
NIPANC does not fund existing salaried academic staff time, institutional overheads, estates costs, indirect costs or full economic costs.
Further information on eligible costs and funding conditions is provided in the Applicant Guidance Document.

How to Apply
The Research Grant Application Form and Applicant Guidance Document will be available on the NIPANC website from Monday 2nd November 2026.
Applicants should read the guidance before completing the application form.
Completed applications must be submitted as a PDF, together with any required supporting documents, to research@nipanc.org by 4:00pm on Friday 11th December 2026.
Late applications will not be accepted.

Assessment Process
Eligible applications will undergo independent peer review. Applications will be assessed against their relevance to NIPANC's funding priorities, quality, feasibility, potential impact and value for money.
Following peer review, shortlisted applicants will be invited to attend an in-person meeting with the NIPANC Board in Belfast on the evening of Tuesday 26th January 2027. Applicants will be asked to give a 10-minute oral presentation, without slides, followed by approximately 10 minutes of questions and discussion by the board.
The NIPANC Board will make all final funding decisions. Awards may be subject to specific conditions or clarifications.
Funding outcomes are expected to be announced on Thursday 4th February 2027 (World Cancer Day).
Unsuccessful applicants will receive feedback on their applications. All funding decisions made by the NIPANC Board are final, and there is no appeals process.

Key Dates
	Stage
	Date

	Applications open
	Monday 2nd November 2026

	Application deadline
	Friday 11th December 2026, 4:00pm

	Shortlisted applicant presentations
	Tuesday 26th January 2027

	Funding decisions announced
	Thursday 4th February 2027



Further Information
The application form, applicant guidance and further information about the NIPANC Research Grants Programme will be available through the NIPANC website.
For enquiries about eligibility, the application process or the funding programme, please contact research@nipanc.org.
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